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ACTION NEA- 12 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 

SSO-OO USIE-00 USSS-00 INRE-00 CCO-OO IO-14 EUR-25 

PM-07 H-03 INR-10 L-03 NSC-10 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 

S PC-03 SS-20 ACDA-19 DRC-01 /144W 

116160 

O 161100Z OCT 73 
FM AMEMBASSY TUNIS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3453 

SECRET TUNIS 5949 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, XF, OGEN 

SUBJECT: MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 

REF: A STATE 203889 
B. STATE 203684 

1. FOR OUR POSITION ON ISRAELI ARMS SHIPMENTS (REF B ) TO 
HAVE ANY EFFECT, I BELIEVE THAT I SHOULD CONVEY IT TO GOT AS 
SOON AS POSSIBLE. WE HAVE LONG ENJOYED A CLOSE CONSULTATIVE 
RELATIONSHIP WITH BOURGUIBA AND GOT. TO DELAY MIGHT WELL BE 
MISUNDERSTOOD PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OF BOURGUIBA'S RECENT 
LETTER TO PRESIDENT NIXON ON SAME SUBJECT. MOREOVER, LOCAL 
PRESS, USING BOURGUIBA LETTER AS PEG, HAS ALREADY REACTED TO 
NEWS IN NEGATIVE ALBEIT FAIRLY RESTRAINED MANNER. THE LONGER 
WE POSTPONE EXPLAINING OUR POSITION, THE LESS CHANCE WE MAY 
HAVE TO BE HEARD DURING FORTHCOMING DAYS. 

2. SUBJECT TO DEPARTMENT'S APPROVAL, THEREFORE, I PROPOSE TO 
CALL ON FONOFF CHEF DE CABINET HASSEN FODHA, WHO IS THE HIGHEST 
RANKING FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIAL IN THE MINISTRY DURING 
CURRENT ABSENCE OF FONMIN MASMOUDI. I WILL PROVIDE HIM WITH 
BOTH AN ORAL PRESENTATION AS WELL AS AN AIDE MEMOIRE BASED ON 
THE CONTENTS OF REF B. MORE DETAILED REPORTING ON PUBLICITY 
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RE U.S. POSITION ON RESUPPLY WILL FOLLOW SEPTEL. 
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Message Attributes 



Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 16 OCT 1973 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: morefirh 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1973TUNIS05949 
Document Source: CORE 
Document Unique ID: 00 
Drafter: n/a 
Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS SEELYE 
Errors: N/A 
Film Number: n/a 
From: TUNIS 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1973/newtext/t19731028/aaaaauir.tel 

Line Count: 62 
Locator: TEXT ON-LINE 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: SECRET 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: 

Previous Classification: SECRET 

Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Reference: A STATE 203889 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 

Review Authority: morefirh 

Review Comment: n/a 

Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 DEC 2001 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28-Dec-2001 by elbezefj>; APPROVED <19 FEB 2002 by morefirh> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: MIDDLE EAST SITUATION 
TAGS: PFOR, OGEN, XF 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




